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London to Direct Whitaker College

The appointments of Irving M.
London, MD, as director of MIT’s
newly established Whitaker Col-
College of . . :
Health Scien- 7~
ces, Technolo- ‘
gy, and Man-
agement, and
of a 22-mem-
ber Faculty
Advisory
Council to
guide the de-
velopment of
the College,
have been an-
nounced by Professor Walter A.
Rosenblith, MIT Provost.

Dr. London, a noted medical edu-
cator, Grover Hermann Professor
of Health Sciences and Technology
and professor of biology at MIT,
and professor of medicine at Har-
vard Medical School, is director of
the Harvard-MIT Division of
Health Sciences and Technology.

“Dr. London will continue to
serve as director of the Harvard-
MIT Division of Health Sciences
and Technology in order that we
may retain his outstanding leader-
ship in fostering the harmonious
development and integration of
these closely related academic ac-
tivities,”” Dr. Rosenblith said.

“The success of the College will
depend heavily on engaging the in-
terest and participation of Institute
faculty members,” Dr. Rosenblith
said, “and we are fortunate that
this body of distinguished faculty
members has made this commit-
ment to the Faculty Advisory
Council to help assure the healthy
growth of Whitaker College and to
help promote a productive alliance
with the many related activities
and programs at MIT.”

The Faculty Advisory Council is
expected to serve as the senior
faculty body engaged in formula-
tion of policy and plans concerning

Dr. London

the programs, staffing, and other
choices facing the College and to
serve as the principal source of
advice to the Institute’s president
and provost and to the director and
the faculty of the College.

The College is named for two
benefactors—Mrs. Helen F. Whit-
aker and her late husband and in-
dustrialist, U.A. Whitaker—whose
support of two decades has spurred
unprecedented growth in health-
related teaching and research at
MIT.

Charter members of the Faculty
Advisory Council, to serve for the
term ending June 30, 1979, are:

David Baltimore, PhD, Nobel
laureate and American Cancer So-
ciety Professor of Microbiology;
George B. Benedek, PhD, profes-
sor of physics; Ernest G. Craval-
ho, PhD, Matsushita Professor of
Mechanical Engineering in Medi-
cine and associate director for
medical engineering and medical
physics of the Harvard-MIT Divi-
sion of Health Sciences and Tech-
nology; Herman N. Eisen, MD,
professor of immunology in the De-
partment of Biology; Maurice S.
Fox, PhD, professor of genetics in
the Department of Biology and
chairman in 1976 of the MIT Com-
mittee on the Assessment of Bio-
hazards; Richard M. Held, PhD,
professor of experimental psychol-
ogy and head of the Department of
Psychology; Boris Magasanik,
PhD, Jacques Monod Professor of
Microbiology;

Robert W. Mann, ScD, Uncas A.
Whitaker Professor of Biomedical
Engineering in the Department of
Mechanical Engineering; Edward
W. Merrill, SeD, Carbon P. Dubbs
Professor of Chemical Engineer-
ing; Walle J. Nauta, MD, Institute
Professor and professor of neuro-
anatomy in the Department of Psy-
chology; Lisa R. Peattie, PhD,
professor of urban anthropology in

the Department of Urban Studies
and Planning; Alexander Rich,
MD, professor of biophysics and
Sedgwick Professor of Biology,
Edward B. Roberts, PhD, David
Sarnoff Professor of Management
in MIT’s Alfred P. Sloan School of
Management; Melvin H. Rodman,
MD, professor of medicine and di-
rector of the MIT Medical Depart-
ment;

Harvey M. Sapolsky, PhD, pro-
fessor of political science; Peter
Temin, PhD, professor of eco-
nomics; Felix M.H. Villars, DSc,
professor of physics; Christopher
T. Walsh, PhD, who holds a joint
appointment as professor in both
the Department of Biology and the
Department of Chemistry;
Thomas F. Weiss, PhD, professor
of electrical and bicengineering in
the Department of Electrical Engi-
neering and Computer Science;
Gerald N. Wogan, PhD, professor
of toxicology in the Department of
Nutrition and Food Science; Rich-
ard J. Wurtman, MD, professor of
endocrinology and metabolism in
the Department of Nutrition and
Food Science; and Laurence R.
Young, ScD, professor of aero-
nautics and astronautics.

Members ex officio of the Facul-
ty Advisory Council are MIT presi-
dent Dr. Jerome B. Wiesner;
Robert 1. Hulsizer, Jr., PhD, pro-
fessor of physics and chairman of
the Faculty; Dr. London; and Pro-
fessor Rosenblith, who serves as
convener of the Council.

Whitaker College will provide a
major intellectual, physical, and
administrative focus for MIT’s ex-
tensive health-related educational
and research activities. Educa-
tional programs to be planned in
conjunction with the relevant de-
partments of the Institute are
under consideration in human bi-
ology, including human genetics,
the biology of human behavior, and



environmental biology and toxi-
cology, in human physiology and
experimental medicine, and in
health care policy and manage-
ment.

In addition, the MIT components
of the Harvard-MIT Division of
Health Sciences and Technology,
with its biomedical sciences cur-
riculum leading to the MD degree
at Harvard and with its new doc-
toral program in medical engi-
neering and medical physics, will
be an integral part of Whitaker
College.

The College is designed to foster
the productive interaction of engi-
neers, natural scientists, and so-
cial scientists in a broad range of
disciplines basic to the health sci-
ences and medicine. As a multi-
disciplinary Institute unit, the Col-
lege will not be organized along
departmental lines, but insofar as
possible, faculty members of the
College will hold joint appoint-
ments in departments of MIT.

President Wiesner has noted that
nearly one-third of all research
now being done at MIT is health-
related, a volume of research that
amounts to more than $30 million a
year. Because many of these
health-related activities that will
be brought together by the College
transcend the concerns of any
single school, department, center,
or laboratory, the title ‘‘College” is
being used for an entity within MIT
for the first time in the Institute’s
history, he has said.

Whitaker College will be a prin-
cipal occupant of a major teach-
ing, research, and health services
complex to be built on Carleton St.,
between Main and Ambherst Sts.,
on MIT’s campus. Foundations
and organizations with which the
Whitakers have been associated
have contributed more than $11
million toward the College. These
funds, coupled with a $9 million
grant from the Pew Memorial
Trust, Philadelphia, form the
major funding for the construction
of the complex.



