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HST alumnus makes gift to BEP

Wanting to put their money in a pro-
gram that would raise up a generation of bio-
medical entrepreneurs, HST alumnus Pedro
Huertas, MD ’93, PhD and his wife, Debra
Peattie, PhD, MBA, have donated $50,000 to
the new Biomedical Enterprise Program
(BEP).

“We are delighted to provide seed fund-
ing for this innovative program,” Huertas said
of this joint effort of HST and MIT’s Sloan
School of Management.

“Wee are constantly looking for new ideas
to fund in the biotechnology industry. It
seemed like a natural for us to invest in BEP,
where the return on our investment would be
a more skilled and experienced generation of
leaders in the field.”

Frank R. Landsberger, PhD, executive di-
rector of BED, said that this gift is meaningful

President Bush

nominates alum
to head FDA

President George W. Bush nomi-
nated Mark B. McClellan, MD °92, PhD
(MIT ’93) to become Commissioner of
Food and Drugs on September 25. Con-
gress is expected to confirm his appoint-
ment to this long-vacant position at the
Food and Drug Administration.

McClellan is currently a member of
the President’s Council on Economic Ad-
visors, and he also serves as a senior policy
director for health care and related eco-
nomic issues for the White House. Be-
fore joining the CEA, he was Associate
Professor of Economics at Stanford Uni-
versity and Associate Professor of Medi-
cine at Stanford Medical School.

His research studies have addressed

measuring and improving the quality of

health care, the economic and policy
factors influencing medical treatment
decisions, technological change in health
care and its consequences for health and
medical expenditures, uninsurance, and
the relationship between health and eco-
nomic well-being.

L. Barry Hetherington

to the program on many levels.

“It provides crucial momentum that we
need to launch a new program like BEP. In
addition, coming from an alumnus of both
HST and Sloan, it is a powerful endorsement
of the very foundation of the program.”

After completing his training in 1993
with an MD and a PhD in Cell and Develop-
mental Biology, Huertas became interested in
translational research and found that the pro-
cess of taking an idea from bench to bedside
took too long. He went to the Sloan School
to acquire business tools that would allow him
to play a more active role in bringing good
ideas to market.

He then held a number of positions at
Genzyme Corporation, ranging from Associ-
ate Medical Director for Specialty Therapeu-

(continues on page 5)

Pedro Huertas and Debra Peattie

Klausner says science-based medicine is
about ‘making the impossible possible’

Harvard Hall, located in the Harvard
Club of Boston, was barely large enough for
the HST graduation exercises held on June 5.

After praising the HST graduates and the
strength of the academic unit they represent,
graduation speaker Richard D. Klausner ex-
horted them not to consider themselves mem-
ber of an ivory tower, but rather as part of a

bridge connecting science to society in order
to effect change in our world.

“Our science-based medicine is about
making the impossible possible,” he said. “Our
global ethos must push this to make the pos-
sible universal. The ultimate bridge for you
has two spans—the span that takes you from

(continues on page 16)

Joseph V.
Bonventre and
Richard N.
Mitchell hood

| Alex K. Wong,
MD ’o2, while
graduation
speaker Richard
D. Klausner looks
on (as does the
portrait of former
Harvard
President Neil L.
Rudenstine).
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Thomas takes helm of Advisory Board, Council

Two advisors move from Council to Board

Richard 7J.
Thomas, partner
in Lehmann Tho-
mas Associates,
has assumed the
chair of HST’s
Advisory Board
and Council. He
succeeds founding
chair Joseph
Ciffolillo, who

served two-and-a-

b

Richard ). Thomas

half years and steered the group from an in-
formal 14-person board to a 40-person board
and council with a full committee structure.

The Advisory Council was established in
1999 to assist HST achieve its strategic goals.
It accomplishes this by helping the division
establish mechanisms to enhance the impact
of its activities, raise funds to support the di-
vision, and develop new relationships with
private and public organizations. The Advi-
sory Board functions as the executive commit-
tee for the council.

As a founding Board member, Thomas
played a critical role in laying the foundation
for the new Biomedical Enterprise Program, a
joint program of HST and MIT"s Sloan School
of Management, which is designed to train a
new generation of leaders to transform scien-
tific discovery into patient-oriented, commer-

The Connector
welcomes your
comments

Letters to the Editor may include
any topic of interest to the
HST community.

The Connector also wants to
receive news (and photos)
of how you are doing
personally and professionally.
Send comments and news to
Walter H. Abelmann (see Contact
Information at right). Please
include your name, address,
phone number and e-mail.

Marcia T. Bates

cially successful products and services.

In addition, Thomas served as the found-
ing co-chair of the Board’s membership com-
mittee, spearheading the successful effort to
identify and recruit council members, and
planning biannual council meetings.

“We are so pleased that Dick has
agreed to take on the role as Advisory Board
chair,” said HST Co-Director Martha L.
Gray. “He has the leadership skills and busi-
ness experience that are crucial to ensuring
that the Council maintains its important
impact on HST.”

HST Co-Director Joseph V. Bonventre
said, “As HST increases its visibility inside and
outside the Harvard and MIT communities,
the Advisory Board and Council will continue
to be essential in guiding us on that path.”

Thomas stepped down in March as presi-

The Connector

Anthony Williams

dent of Neurometrix, Inc., a spin-off com-
pany of HST that develops noninvasive
diagnostics for point-of-care testing of
neuromuscular disorders. He continues to
serve on its board. Previously, Thomas
served as president and CEO of
EndoMatrix, Inc., a medical device start-
up company acquired by C.R. Bard. From
1984 to 1996, he served in a number of
senior management positions at C.R.
Bard, including Group Vice President and
President of Bard Ventures Division.
“Ithas been a privilege to work with HST
over the past four years,” Thomas said. “I look
forward to continuing the efforts of Joe
Ciffolillo in focusing the Board and Council
on important issues for HST and working with
the superb group of people we have been for-
tunate to recruit to this effort.”

Thomas also announced several changes
in Board and Council memberships. Stepping
down from the Board to the Council are ].
Elizabeth Harris of UNC Partners, Inc. and
Jerrold Zindler (MIT ’55), founder and former
president of Design Continuum, Inc.

Moving to the Board from the Council
are Marcia T. Bates, a consultant, and Anthony
Williams, a partner and member of the execu-
tive board at Coudert Brothers, LLC, an in-
ternational law firm based in New York.

— Bersy Tarlin
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HMS, MIT RANKED AT THE TOP

In the U.S. News and World Reports 2003
ranking of colleges and universities, HMS was
cited as the top medical school in research for
the 13th year in a row. It ranked first in mo-
lecular biology, microbiology, biochemistry, and
cell biology, and second for graduate programs
in biological sciences and in neuroscience.

For the 15th time since 1987, MIT’s en-
gineering program was ranked number one.
Six engineering areas also received top rank-
ing: aeronautics/astronautics, chemical engi-
neering, computer engineering, electrical/elec-
tronic communications engineering, mechani-
cal engineering and nuclear engineering.
Among business schools, the Sloan School of
Management was ranked number two.

YOUNG WRITES EDITORIAL ABOUT
CUTS IN SPACE RESEARCH

Laurence R. Young, ScD, HST faculty and
the Apollo Program Professor of Astronautics
at MIT, wrote an editorial in the April 19th is-
sue of Science, drawing attention to the signifi-
cant cuts in the White House’s 2003 budget
requests. These cuts would imperil the Interna-
tional Space Station and reduce its biological
and physical science experiments; the funda-
mental biology core program and much of the
materials science and engineering research would
be eliminated. He argues that this impending
budget decision by Congress represents “a wa-
tershed for serious space science.”

Young was the first director of the Na-
tional Space Biomedical Research Institute.

GRAYBIEL WINS MEDAL OF SCIENCE

Ann M. Graybiel, PhD, HST affiliated
faculty and the Walter A. Rosenblith Profes-
sor of Neuroscience at MIT, was awarded the
2001 National Medal of Science on June 13.
She was one of 14 scientists honored by Presi-
dent George W. Bush at the White House.
Graybiel taught HST 130: The Human Ner-
vous System from 1979-1989, mostly as course
head. Her studies of the basal ganglia com-
prise gene regulation, neuroanatomy and neu-
rophysiology.

HST FACULTY WIN HMS AWARDS
Isaac S. Kohane, MD, PhD, HST faculty
and co-director of the Bioinformatics and Inte-
grative Genomics area of concentration within
MEMBP is the recipient of a Clifford Barger Ex-
cellence in Mentoring Award. He is also Asso-
ciate Professor of Pediatrics at HMS and CH.
Valerie P. Pronio-Stelluto MD, HST af-
filiated faculty and Instructor in Medicine at
HMS and Mt. Auburn Hospital, received the

Leo A. Blacklow Teaching Award. Pronio-
Stelluto is on the faculty of HST 201/202:
Introduction to Clinical Medicine and Medi-
cal Engineering.

KENNEDY IS EDITOR OF NEW
NEUROSCIENCE JOURNAL

Humana Press announces the publication
of Neuroinformatics, a new journal devoted to
the information science infrastructure of neu-
roscience. It will be available through
ingenta.com. David N. Kennedy, PhD, HST
affiliated faculty, member of the Athinoula A.
Martinos Center, and Associate Professor of
Neurology at HMS and MGH, is one of the

three editors.

WHITE TO SERVE ON NIH COUNCIL

Augustus A. White, MD, PhD, HST
affiliated faculty and Professor of Orthopedic
Surgery at HMS and BIDMC, has been in-
vited to serve a four-year appointment on
NIH’s National Advisory Council on Minor-
ity Health and Health Disparities.

HST MEMBERS IN HMS ACADEMY
Early this year the Academy at HMS in-
ducted its first group of 140 members. The
Academy is dedicated to recognizing and sup-
porting HMS’ best teachers and to promot-
ing innovations in medical education.
Among its members are 13 of HST’s fac-
ulty and affiliated faculty, including George
Thibault, MD, the Academy’s director.
Founding members are Charles J.
Hatem, MD and Steven Weinberger, MD.
Scholars are Joseph V. Bonventre, MD ’76,
PhD; Cecil H. Coggins, MD, Elazer R.

Harold J. Burstein, MD, PhD ’94
was promoted to Assistant Professor of
Medicine at HMS and the Dana Farber
Cancer Institute. His research focuses on
breast cancer chemotherapy.

David Cohen, PhD, HST affiliated
faculty and Biomagnetism Group Leader
at the Francis Bitter Magnet Laboratory at
MIT, was appointed Associate Professor of
Radiology at HMS and MGH. He is a
member of the Athinoula A. Martinos
Center and the Nuclear Magnetic Reso-
nance Center for Biomedical Imaging at
MGH. He is the inventor of magnetoen-
cephalography (MEG) and helped estab-
lish the Martinos Center’s new MEG fa-

APPOINTMENTS & PROMOTIONS

{
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Edelman MD, PhD ’84; Kenneth H. Falchuk,
MD; Harley A. Haynes, MD; Andrew H.
Lichtman, MD, PhD; Shiv S. Pillai, MD,
PhD; Lee H. Schwamm, MD; Augustus A.
White, MD, PhD; and Patricia Donahoe,
MD (Distinguished Scholar).

ALHILALI RECEIVES BIOMEDICAL
ENGINEERING AWARD

Lea M. Alhilali (MD ’04) received the
2002 American Society for Artificial Internal
Organs Biomedical Engineering Student Fel-
lowship Award. She is working on the design
of infraction-resistant Dacron biomaterials
with William C. Quist, MD, PhD, HST af-
filiated faculty, Associate Professor of Pathol-
ogy at HMS and Director of Vascular Surgery
Research at BIDMC.

OBITUARY: LYDIA A. COBB

Lydia Ann Cobb, long-time assistant to
Irving M. London, MD, died suddenly of can-
cer on June 2. She was 50. Cobb started work-
ing for HMS in 1985 and joined London’s
office two years later.

She is survived by her husband, Bernard
J. Cobb, and children, Kayla Lee Cobb and
Chad E Cobb. Contributions may be made
to the American Cancer Society, 30 Speen St.,
Framingham, MA 01701.

BROWN NAMED EDITOR OF
PHYSIOLOGY JOURNAL

Dennis B. Brown, PhD, HST affiliated
faculty and Professor of Medicine at HMS and
MGH, is the new editor of the American Jour-
nal of Physiology: Cell Physiology Section. He
also directs HST 110: Renal Pathophysiology.

cility, where he will study the physics of
MEG and the relation of MEG to
electroencephalography.

John D. Halamka, MD, MS 97 was
promoted to Associate Professor of Medi-
cine at HMS and BIDMC. He is also As-
sociate Dean for Educational Technology
at HMS and Chief Information Officer for
CareGroup.

Joseph R. Madsen, MD 81 was pro-
moted to Associate Professor of Surgery
(Neurosurgery) at HMS and CH. His re-
search involves applying developmental
neurobiology and computational neuro-
science to the treatment of children with
neurosurgical problems.
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Curriculum retreat examines ‘quantitation’

The annual HST Curriculum Retreat,
held on June 11 at HMS, focused on the
thorny issues related to “Quantitation in the
HST Curriculum.” Moderated by Associate
Master Richard N. Mitchell, MD, PhD, ap-
proximately 50 faculty and students attended
the meeting,.

Three general questions were addressed
in the course of the Retreat, ultimately relac-
ing back to refining HST’s mission in medi-
cal education:

B How do we define “quantitation”?

B How do we reflect that to the outside
world?

B How do we reflect that in our curricu-
lum?

In advance of the Retreat, HST Co-Di-
rector Joseph V. Bonventre, MD, PhD chaired
a subcommittee of faculty and students to ex-
amine the general issues, and to make specific
recommendations for discussion by the Retreat
participants. As part of the committee’s pre-
sentation, Bonventre also reviewed historical
documents on the origins of HST’s mission
and quantitative direction. These highlighted
the fact that HST has wrestled with many of

the same issues since its inception.

After much lively and even philosophi-
cal discussion, the group concluded that HST
does an excellent job fulfilling its mission of

The Curriculum Committee looked at the following questions during its retreat:

B Should engineering concepts be dropped as illustrative examples, or should there
be a constant exploration of engineering themes?

B How relevant are these concepts in the current era of genomics and proteomics?

B Are we losing potentially outstanding student prospects because we project an

engineering or quantitative facade?

attracting the best and brightest students to

the MD program; moreover, using

quantitation as an admissions filter is success-
ful and still relevant.

Nevertheless, some fine-tuning of HST’s
admissions and descriptive literature is in or-
der to align curricular content with the image
that HST projects.

Short-term suggestions for enhancing
quantitation in the curriculum include add-
ing problem sets (to be solved by student teams
composed of a mix of biologists and engineers),
and including computer simulations with il-
lustrative equations.

In the long-term, the Retreat participants
endorsed the following course of action:

B Identify areas where analytical and quan-
titative skills are central to the solution
of current biological and medical prob-
lems.

Examples include medical and cel-

lular imaging, genomics, and
bioinformatics. Themes such as these
should be enriched across the MD cur-
riculum.

B Encourage course directors to insert
quantitative topics, but to coordinate
them through virtual, integrative courses
organized by teams of faculty who act as
resources for the course directors.

For example, an imaging team
would identify software, simulations, or
faculty to teach illustrative topics in many
places in the curriculum, and would be
able to prevent unnecessary redundancy
or potential gaps. Core elements would
be introduced early in the medical train-
ing of the students, followed by applica-
tions inserted as appropriate in individual
courses.

— Patricia A. Cunningham and
Richard N. Mitchell

Taplin Award winners report their progress

HST’s annual John E and Virginia B.
Taplin Awards Symposium was held on May
22 to a full audience, including the philan-
thropists for whom the awards are named.

The first presentation by the 2001 Taplin

Your input is needed for
an upcoming
international issue

A future issue of The Connector
will be devoted to the international
activities and relationships of HST and
its alumni. If you are involved in any
international activities or are aware of
any, such as alumni abroad, collabora-
tive international research, teaching or
service, please contact the editor at
walter_abelmann@hms.harvard.edu.

Fellows was from Hugh M. Herr, PhD, In-
structor in Physical Medicine and Rehabilita-
tion at HMS and member of the HST
Neuroengineering Initative. His talk focused
on leg motion and the construction of complex
orthotic and prosthetic robotic devices to replace
lost human legs.

Martha L. Bulyk, PhD, HST faculty
member and Instructor in Medicine (Genet-
ics) and Pathology at HMS and BWH, re-
ported on “Experimental and Computation
Approaches for Studying Transcriptional Regu-
latory Networks.”

Fiona E. Murray, PhD, HST affiliated fac-
ulty, spoke on “Education in Biomedical En-
terprise: Understanding When Good Science is
Good Business.” She is Chair of the Curricu-
lum Committee for HST’s Biomedical Enter-
prise Program and the Michael M. Kaerner
Career Development Assistant Professor of Tech-

nology, Innovation and Entrepreneurship at the
Sloan School of Management.

The final presentation was by Leonid A.
Mirny, PhD, Assistant Professor of Health
Sciences and Technology at MIT, on “Under-
standing Complex Biological Networks.”

John E and Virginia B. Taplin established
the awards in 1997 to recognize HST faculty
who are working to build the Division, with
the ultimate goal of fulfilling HST’s mission
to prevent, treat and cure human disease. Since
1998, a symposium has been held annually
for the award winners to report on their ac-
complishments of the past year.

John E Taplin (MIT ’35) has a long and
distinguished record as an inventor and entre-
preneur, creating products such as the Fenwal
plastic blood bag—the standard used by mil-
lions worldwide—and rolling diaphragm seals
used in aircraft and automobile engines.
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